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HHM staff, in conjunction with Texas Tech University, prepared three-dimensional visual documentation
of the historic Continental Grain Company complex in Brownwood, Texas, using a Cyrax 2500 laser- T&M NTE
scanning device. The laser-scanning device was set up at various locations around the property to
scan the grain elevator and auxiliary buildings. The global scans documented the general physical
characteristics and inter-relationships of buildings and structures on the property. Detailed scans
captured the infrastructure and mechanical systems of the elevator. The scans were registered
together to produce a comprehensive, three-dimensional, measurable model of the grain complex.
Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) drawings were generated using the laser-scanning data.
The point cloud model was rotated to the appropriate views and drawn in AutoCAD to produce an
accurate site plan, elevations, sections, details, axonometrics, and perspectives. Each of the different
processes involved in the grain complex are illustrated in the drawings. HHM staff also conducted
research at local and regional repositories. A history and description of the property were completed
according to HAER standards.
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The project was awarded the first annual HAER Founder’s Award by the National Park Service in November
2004, in recognition of the outstanding set of HAER drawings produced by HHM, in conjunction with
Texas Tech University.




